" VALENTINE AND  SYLVIA "

1850 TO

IN the summer of 1 850 Hunt received his first and only offer
of public work. During the progress of Claudio and
Isabella^ he was entrusted with the cleaning and restoring
of the wall-paintings by Rigaud at the Trinity House, for
which he received a guinea a day for the cleaning and double
the amount for the restoration, with an additional guinea
for an assistant (F. G. Stephens), who undertook the flat
shadings on the blue ground. The upper part of the hall
was unventilated, with the result that he was almost
asphyxiated by the fumes of the wet white lead on the walls.
Apart, however, from this little defect, Hunt regarded the
work as fine fun. " Father Thames, like London Bridge
in the old nursery song, had to be built up again, and he had
to be brought out of a fog, too, I stood on a springy plank
dashing away at him with large brushes, and when he
had a new suit of paint from top to toe I rescued a bale of
goods, a globe, a pair of compasses, three or four volumes,
a triton or two, perhaps a Mercury with his caduceus, a
mermaid and merman, and I emphasized the eye of Provi-
dence for a day's work."

Not long after the completion of the only public work
with which the country honoured one of her greatest
painters, he was cheered by another piece of good fortune,
which came about through the generosity of his friend
Millais, who had gone to Oxford, and, together with Charles
Collins, was painting at Abingdon. The two were here
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